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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This action is responsive to communications: Application filed on 26 Jan 2004 

2. Claims 61-78 are pending in the case. Claims 61 , and 70 are independent 
claims. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 61 - 78 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Kurlander etal. ("Comic Chat"; Published: 1996). 

In regards to independent claims 61, and 70, Kurlander et al. discloses a 
system called Comic Chat, which represents online communication in the form of 
comics. Comic Chat has an object-oriented structure, and includes classes for comic 
pages, panels, balloons, characters, character poses, and backgrounds 
(Implementation, paragraph 7, lines 3-5). The system allows groups of people to 
communicate over the Internet. People within the chat rooms can communicate with 
one another not only by typing text, but also by changing the gestures or facial 
expression of a comic character (multimedia object), which serves as their graphical 
representation (Introduction, lines 9-11). To make the chat room more lively and fun, 
Comic Chat can adjust the background or scene (theme) elements to reflect the topic of 
conservation (Introduction, paragraph 6, lines 11-12). As a second approach, instead of 
changing the entire background (theme), a new element is added to an existing 
background (6.3 Semantic elements, paragraph 2, lines 13-14; Fig 6b). The participants 
of the chat room select their own characters from a pre-supplied list (mnemonic name). 
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Most of the characters (multimedia object) in Comic Chat has a set of heads that can fit 
on a set of bodies; hence their expressions can be independent of their gestures 
(associating an ensemble with said multimedia object). However, Comic Chat picks 
default gestures and expressions, which the user is free to override (editable properties) 
(Characters, 4.1, lines 2-6). Kurlander et al. further discloses, that when a participant 
types in a dialogue for his or her character, Comic Chat uses this dialogue to determine 
a default gesture and expression (Characters, 4.1, lines 8-9). The participants can see 
the system-selected expression and gesture for their character as they enter the text 
(mnemonic name detected in set of sequences of key strokes, replacing said mnemonic 
name with said multimedia object) (Characters 4.1 , paragraph 6, lines 6-7). If the 
participants would prefer to override the system-selected expression and gesture, they 
can do so with a user interface emotion wheel (ensemble having a set of ensemble 
editable properties) (Characters 4.1, paragraph 6, lines 7-9). Via the emotion wheel, the 
emotion type and intensity are controlled with a single mouse movement (mouse action) 
(Characters 4.1, paragraph 7, lines 7-8). Kurlander et al. also discloses, as in real life, 
emotions can turn into actions, so it makes since to add actions to the wheel as well. 
Actions that do not correspond to emotions, such as waving and pointing, are not 
accessible from the wheel. Instead the user can invoke them by mousing on the target 
character in any panel, and then choosing the action from a pop-up menu (Characters 
4.1, paragraph 9, lines 1-2; paragraph 10, lines 1-3). 
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In regards to dependent claims 62, and 71, Kurlander et al. discloses that 
most of the characters (multimedia object) in Comic Chat has a set of heads (alternate 
multimedia object) that can fit on a set of bodies; hence their expressions can be 
independent of their gestures (Characters, 4.1, lines 1-2). 

In regards to dependent claims 63, and 72, Kurlander et al. discloses, to make 
the chat room more lively and fun, Comic Chat can adjust the background or scene 
(theme) elements to reflect the topic of conservation (Introduction, paragraph 6, lines 
11-12). As a second approach, instead of changing the entire background (theme), a 
new element is added to an existing background (6.3 Semantic elements, paragraph 2, 
lines 13-14; Fig 6b). 

In regards to dependent claims 66, and 75, Kurlander et al. discloses, the 
system allows groups of people to communicate over the Internet. People within the 
chat rooms can communicate with one another not only by typing text, but also by 
changing the gestures or facial expression of a comic character (multimedia object), 
which serves as their graphical representation (Introduction, lines 9-11). If the 
participants would prefer to override the system-selected expression and gesture, they 
can do so with a user interface emotion wheel (ensemble having a set of ensemble 
properties) (Characters 4.1, paragraph 6, lines 7-9). 
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In regards to dependent claims 67, and 76, Kurlander et al. discloses, when a 
receiving client has the same character art used by the sender, it can simply consult the 
bitmap indices to render the exact pose chosen by the sender. However, if the receiver 
does not have the same character art, the symbolic gesture and expression information 
is applied to a different character that does reside on the system to yield a pose with the 
same intent (overriding ensemble properties) (Implementation, paragraph 2). 

In regards to dependent claims 68, and 77, claims contain substantially similar 
subject matter as in claims 67, and 76, and therefore are rejected according to the same 
rationale. 

In regards to dependent claims 69, and 78, Kurlander et al. discloses, via the 
emotion wheel, the emotion type and intensity are controlled with a single mouse 
movement (mouse action) (Characters 4.1, paragraph 7, lines 7-8). Kurlander et al. also 
discloses, as in real life, emotions can turn into actions, so it makes since to add actions 
to the wheel as well. Actions that do not correspond to emotions, such as waving and 
pointing, are not accessible from the wheel. Instead the user can invoke them by 
mousing on the target character in any panel, and then choosing the action from a pop- 
up menu (Characters 4.1, paragraph 9, lines 1-2; paragraph 10, lines 1-3). It would be 
inherent that if a user were to choose an action from a pop-up menu, the user would 
have time to review the action the multimedia object before selecting it. 
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In regards to dependent claims 64, 65, 73, and 74, Kurlander et al. discloses 
Comic Chat runs on both the Microsoft Windows 95 and Windows NT operating system 
(Implementation, paragraph 1 , lines 1-2). It has been establish that the Microsoft 
operating system has the capability of using editing abbreviations for editing documents. 
These abbreviations are short sequences of keystrokes to perform specific actions on 
selected text/image within the document, i.e. "Ctrl c" to copy, "Ctrl x" to cut, "Ctrl b" to 
make bold, etc. Kurlander et al. further discloses that many comic artists emphasize 
certain words in their balloons by setting them to bold type (Implementation, paragraph 
1, lines 1-2; Conclusion, paragraph 6, lines 7-8). Therefore, the Examiner uses the 
broadest interpretation of the claims to include, but not limited to, the abbreviations 
previously mention which are typically supplied by the Microsoft operating system. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James J. Debrow whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5768. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Hemdon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

James J. Debrow 



Examiner 
Art Unit 2176 




